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SUBJECT: QATARI OIL MINISTER DISCUSSES RESULTS OF OAPEC 
CONFERENCE 

REE: DOHA 561 

1 . IN ADDITION TO HIS STATEMENTS ON A PLANNED (OR NOT 
PLANNED) OIL INCREASE (REFTEL) GOQ MINISTER OF FINANCE AND 
PETROLEUM, SHAYKH ABDUL AZIZ BIN KHALIFA AL THANI, RECENT 
CHAIRMAN OF THE OAPEC MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE HELD IN CAIRO 
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MAY 3-4, OFFERED THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ON THE OAPEC MEETING 
AND OIL AFFAIRS IN GENERAL DURING A MAY 4 INTERVIEW. HIS 
REMARKS WERE REPORTED BY QATAR NEWS AGENCY AND FULL DETAILS 
ARE AVAILABLE FROM FBIS. 

A. OIL PRICING: OAPEC DID NOT DISCUSS DEVELOPING A UNIFIED 
ARAB POSITION ON PRICES FOR THE UPCOMING OPEC MEETINGS. 
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OIL PRICES ARE NOT THE PRIME CAUSE OE INELATION. THE PRESENT 
TWO TIER PRICING SYSTEM IS NOT THE CAUSE OF DISAGREEMENT 
IN OPEC BUT IT WOULD BE BETTER IF THERE WERE ONE PRICE. 

B. EOOD: ARAB COUNTRIES SHOULD DEVELOP A STRATEGY TO 
PREVENT THEMSELVES FROM BECOMING OVERLY DEPENDENT ON NON- 
ARAB EOOD PRODUCING NATIONS. JOINT VENTURES SHOULD BE 
CARRIED OUT IN COLLABORATION WITH EGYPT AND SUDAN. 

C. OAPEC FIVE YEAR PLAN: THE PLAN, ENDING IN 1982, WAS 
APPROVED AND THE OAPEC SECRETARIAT WILL BE RESPONSIBLE EOR 
EXAMINING SPECIFIC PROJECTS TO BE REEERRED TO THE NEXT 
SESSION OF THE OAPEC MINISTERIAL COUNCIL NEXT DECEMBER 

IN KUWAIT. PROJECTS TO BE STUDIED INCLUDE: THE MANU- 
EACTURE OE INDUSTRIAL PROTEIN FROM OIL, REFINERY PROJECTS, 

THE ESTABLISHEMENT OE AN ARAB OIL INSTITUTE TO TRAIN ARAB 
PERSONNEL AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OE A DRY DOCK IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN. 

D. MARKETING: OPEC IS INTERESTED IN USING WESTERN 
TECHNOLOGY TO ESTABLISH AN OIL REFINING INDUSTRY RATHER THAN 
IN MARKETING CRUDE. 

E. OIL RESERVES: THERE SHOULD BE A BALANCED POLICY TO 
PREVENT EARLY DEPLETION. 

2. QATARI DAILY AL-ARAB ALSO REPOERTED THAT OAPEC HAD DECIDED 
TO HOLD AN ARAB ENERGY CONEERENCE IN EARLY 1979 TO DISCUSS 
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCES. 
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